9 Advanced Mini-Lesson Plan: VCE Word Ladder &
Vocabulary Enrichment

2 Grade Level: 9-12 (also great for intervention groups)
@® Duration: 30—40 minutes

¢ Obijective:
Students will:

e Apply the Vowel-Consonant-e (VCE) rule to decode multisyllabic and unfamiliar words.
e Explore and define challenging vocabulary within a structured word ladder.
e Understand how word structure and meaning evolve through small phonetic changes.

Advanced VCE Word Ladder - Long A Sound (/ex/)

slat — a thin strip of wood or metal

slate — a fine-grained rock, or a list/schedule
elate — to make extremely happy or proud
elate — elate (keep as anchor for root)
elate - elate

plate — a flat dish or a tectonic slab

prate — to talk excessively and pointlessly
grate — to shred or to irritate
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D) Definitions & Notes:



Word

slat

slate

elate

plate

prate

grate

Part of Speech

noun

noun

verb

noun

verb

verb

2 Why This Works for High School:

Meaning

A narrow strip, typically of
wood or metal, used in
construction or furniture.

A type of rock used in tiles, or
a schedule/list of candidates.

To make someone very
happy or proud.

A flat dish, or metaphorically,
a burden or responsibility ("on
your plate").

To talk foolishly or tediously.

To shred, or to irritate
emotionally ("His voice grated
on me").

e Builds on familiar phonics concepts while introducing SAT/ACT-tier vocabulary.

e Allows discussion of morphology (e.g., elate — elated, elation).

e Encourages deeper semantic exploration of less common words (prate, grate).

(2% Word Ladder:

slat

slate
elate
plate
prate
grate
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%< Materials:

(Optional: inflate, update, debate — for extra challenge)

e Word Ladder Chart (teacher version)



Student Worksheet (word ladder + vocab boxes)
VCE Poster (reference tool)

Whiteboard or document camera

Vocabulary matching cards (optional)

‘ Lesson Procedure:
1. ©, Activate Prior Knowledge (5 min)

e Ask: “What do you know about the Magic E rule?”
e Quick review of how VCE turns short vowels into long vowels.

2. “. Introduce the Ladder (10 min)

e Display or hand out the word ladder.
e Model decoding the first two steps: slat — slate, discuss how the vowel changes.
e Introduce definitions using student-friendly language:

o E.qg., “Slate is a rock, but also a term for a to-do list or a candidate list.”

3. [ Guided Vocabulary Exploration (15 min)

e For each word, ask students to:
1. Read it aloud
2. ldentify the vowel sound
3. Predict the meaning (then confirm)
4. Use itin a sentence
e Mini-discussion prompts:
o What’s the tone of “prate”? Is it flattering or critical?
o How does “elate” feel different than just “happy”?

4. “2 Independent or Pair Practice (5-10 min)

e Students complete a Word Ladder + Vocabulary Box Worksheet, including:
o Word
o Part of Speech
o Student-friendly definition
o Original sentence

-/ Exit Ticket (5 min):
Choose one:

e Write a sentence using “elate” or “grate” correctly.
e Explain how the silent “e” changes the word “slat” into “slate.”

Assessment:



e Participation in vocabulary discussion
e Completion of the word ladder worksheet
e Exit ticket response

(2 Extension Ideas:

e Word root study: elation, inflation, degradation
e Create new ladders: Ask students to build their own using VCE words
e Use digital tools like Quizlet or Blooket for vocabulary review



